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THE TUNGSTORE MINE AND VICINITY, TULARE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
ue
‘l. - T o, : '1,
-l ; th t flank of the Green- The main ore zone was approximately 170 feet long, 15 feet wide, and at least 80
The_TYn%J"Oie “1“°P:“gat:ﬁeagfﬁﬁﬁztnzizéz ﬁé:; ;g:egn Tuga::sCounty, Calif. feet deep, with a northwest strike and a dip ranging from 53° NE. to vertical. The
?Sin Hg;n'a;ﬁiﬂvnig gg the Jack Rench, close to the boundary between Kern and Tulare zone ended downward in two prongs, one at each end of the pit. Only a small root of
S e }'f' 53 miles by a windin: surfaced road from Bakersfield, Kern County. this zone extends to the level of the crosscut 50 feet beneath the bottom of the open
U?An.-es,’?nu e 1 3{ nd 32, T. 24 S. R. 31 E., on wooded, soil-covered hills cut. Ore extends upward from the tunnel to the southeast end of the open cut and con-
gngﬂgeigs;b;“gr;eei iiczitituge (rig 2) ¥ ’ ’ tinues upward beiind the south wall -0f the cut for an unknown distance. The under-
»Or O~ i : ° : ground workxings do not extend beneath the west prong of the main ore body and the
The deoslts were examined for the Geological Survey, United States Department of depth of this prong beneath the surface workings 1s therefore unknown.
- r w . -
: i ~ust and September 1941 by Dwight M. Lemmon and Donald G. Wyant, who
tie'Intgr-o:i iqckg; I e gines and of the genersl area. In March 1942 Mr. Wyent, The second zone, exposed by the ramp that slopes southward from inside the entrance
.eia:ed g° EObﬂ n P s. revisited the deposits to map new underground workings. ' to the cut, extends 65 feet northward from the southeast end of the main zone, but does
asslsted by . M. Zyers, & 3 ; not extend downward to the adit level. Its averane.width where exposed 1s 19 feet, It
2 contains small, rich lenses of scheelite. No ore was seen in the narrow third zone but
Lo o0 Tungscore aine, forserly kmom s tue Kernedy ning, was operated foom MRt SOt o1y e Gevetopod belom the Hoor of e cut.
an € e mine . T
logical Survey representatives by Mr. C. A. Rasrussen, manager, lr. Iver Helfer, Little ore was definitely blocked out in the mine, but the prongs of the ore bodies p
s:perintende:t, and Mr. Hofftan, foreman. mined in the open pit had not been mined out or thoroughly prospected. It was esti-
thendinb elt 8r small nated that 250 feet of new workings would be sufficient to explore and extract these
In the vieinity of the tungsten deposits, an east- :“d ":'t' r;n 1n61 :adad b 2 remnants by means of drifts and ralses from the adit level. Reserves of indicated and
{solated bocies of metamorphosed sedimentary rocks has been Irregularly in J inferred ore were estimated in 1942 at 5,050 tons containing 2,750 units of WO3.
granodiorite. These bodles consist principally of interbedded schist, quartzite and
cartle, whicli in‘general strike nortiwest and dip northeast, They nay be th:hr°”“‘"t’ The Wible mine 1s developed by an open cut 300 feet long and from 25 to 90 feet
of a formerlty continuous pendant of sedimentary roci:s, and probably none of them wide, with walls from 10 to 40 feet high (fig. 6). The three benches forming the cut
extends for uny sreat distanc# beneath the outcrop. 3 are spaced at vertical intervals of 25 feet. -~y
Limestors 1n four of the small pendants has been replaced by tactite, s dark sili- Although the exact size and distribution of the ore bodies in the pit are unknown,
cate rock cuijosed essentlally of garnet, quartz, epidote, and amphibole. Two of the the amount of ore taken out was small in proportion to the total amount of rock
masses of ta:tite contaln ore bodles of scheelite (calciun tungstate), but most of the reroved. The remnants of ore now exposed in the pit suggest that there were two or
other beds ¢! tactite exposed in the district are barren. In the areas between and three distinct layers of ore separated by quartzite or granodiorite, and they may be
surrounding he ore bodies, exposures are poor and most of the hill slopes are covered partly localized in the lower parts of pendants. The two maln ore-bearing tactite bod-
with a mantio of soil and loose rock, 1n places as much as 10 feet thick. ies shown by the exposure In the west wall of the top bench and by the southeast bulge
. on the middle bench were formed by partial replacement of limestone beds 10 to 25 feet
In the ‘l'mgstore nine, on the Jack Ranch, granodio:;:e 2‘8 ge:? co:ple;ly 1n§;udeg thick.
n tactite and schist, which strike nor est an p stesply northeast. , i
éﬁ;ﬁ.iifzngﬁQEr:fzn grregullr bodles’ of tactite composed mainly of quartz, amphibole, - The oglg or; in aight was in the bed visible in the west wall of the top bench.

Bee e d talrice minerals. The ore bodies developed in the mine were of relatively s ore body, 2 to 8 feet wide, 1s exposed for a length of 50 feet and & depth of 20
.g;gh grade, their average content in WO3 being probably between 1.0 and 2.0 percent. {:’:idegit22§§2 ﬁg;tg::rg°gongr§°“: to thr°gttb°t";;“tth§ top,a?d i“t°'“°d1“t° bench, f

, b eet on the intermediate bench, indicating that the £ o
bottom of the ore zone pitches to the north. South of the open cut the bed is covered
oo T2 Briiza) opontng of tue mine 1s an open cut trprosisately 80 fook deoR B0 URCS F3LTE Sibralrden and had nok besn prespostod in 1ore.

e ’ - 5o
tom (figs. 3, 5). A crosscut adit 420 feet long °xt°"d’1:fn°?;? th2)°“§§o"i§2133:°§40 Very 1little ore was blocked out in the mine. Reserves of indicated and inferred £y
it 1s connected by several raises. The underground work e N ne the bedn ore were estimated as 1,000 tons, containing 750 units of WO3. It is estimated that g ‘
feet of dri/ts and crosscuts and approximately 152 f°°h°°t rglza';nd A Tt P 150 feet of shallow trenches, possidbly followed by 100 feet of drifts, would develop p s - .
cut was duz the property was partly developed by two shor: a - 8ll the ore that could reasonably be expected from the mine. *, : #J'

' : es are exposed in the cut: (1) the main ore zone, occupying the axis The quantity and grade of ore mined in the Pos 3 ! o R
b 3 s g extending from the southeast end of the maln ore zone;. ther exploration in tge district. e Reps Mopdlag L Ly e

: [(2) a second zone
::dt?;)c:téh{rg zone, that exégnds from the northwest end of the main zone.
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In the covered"
mines and east of the Tungetors mine. c ed ‘areas batween the Wible and

to the discovery of new ore bodies.

Tungs tore
trenching and geophysical prospecting might lead
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